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TO  TKS  CKA.im/IAN  MD  TESI'IBERS 
- of  the  - 

CASTLE  WARD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
NORTHUIVIBERIAND . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  amd  G-entlemen, 


I herewith  heg  to  submit  to  you  my  Thirty-eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1939. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area . 


Area  (in  acres)  

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 

(a)  Resident  Population  mid-1939  ... 

(b)  Average  Population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  death  rates  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  b^r  a penny  rate 


82,827 

12,730 

13,220 

3,583 

£88,580 

£341 


Vital  Statistics. 


Number  of  births  registered 
with  164  in  1938. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total : 


during  the  year  Vtas  175  compared 

M.  E. 

94  73 

6 __2 

100  75 


Birth  Rate.  - 
per  annum  in  1938. 


13.7  per  1000  per  annum 


compared  with  14,8  per  1000 


Still  Births. 


M.  F. 

Legitimate  3 3 

Illegitimate  - 

Total:  3 3 


Rate  per  1000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  14.2  per  1000  per 
annum,  compared  with  15,2  per  1000  per  annura  in  1938. 

Deaths . 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  vms  118 
compared  with  119  in  1938. 


Death  Rate.  - 8.8  per  1000  per  annura  compared  with  9,3  per  1000 
per  annum  in  1938. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  other  causes . 

There  were  no  deaths  under  this  heading. 


1 


Infantile  Mortality. 


1938. 


The  numher  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  6 corapared  v^lth  10  in 


M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

6 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Total; 

6 

- 

Death  Rate  of  all  Infants 

under  one 

year  < 

with  74.6  in  1938. 


Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 

33,7  per  1000  live  births. 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

” ’’  Measles  (all  ages)  

'■  " ?i/hooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

’’  '''  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


21 

Nil. 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  ON  HEALTH  SERVICES  EOR  THE  AREA. 


1,  (A)  Medical.  - Part  time  idedical  Officer  of  Health. 

(B)  Others 7 . - Sanitary  Inspector  with  Assistant  both  having 
certificates  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Also  act  as  Inspectors  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Meat  Inspector  and 
the  carrying  out  of  the  Housing  Scheme  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

2,  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  ""e  X ami  nation  or  analysis  of  clinical  Material  (sputum,  swabs, 
etc.)  and  milk  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

3,  Nursing  in  the  Home : - 

(A)  General . - Most  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  nurses 
having  the  C.M.B.  qualification  and  supplied  hj  the  County  Nursing 
Association,  the  funds  being  provided  by  voluntary  contributions,  with 
the  addition  in  some  instances  of  small  fees.  In  som_e  cases  grants 
are  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Your  Council  have  no  authority  over  this. 

(B)  Infectious  Diseases.  - No  special  nursing  is  available, 

4,  Hospitals; - 

(A)  Infectious  Disease.  - Newburn,  Gosforth  and  Castle  Ward  Joint 
Hospital  - 32  beds  - situated  at  Lemington. 

(B)  Smallpox.  - None  at  present,  but  a Joint  Hospital  is  being 
erected  at  Earsdon. 

(C)  Tuberculosis.  ■-  Provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council, 
also  the  Children's  Sanatorium  at  Stannington. 

(D)  General  Medical  and  Surgical,  - Treated  in  the  various 
hospitals  in  Newcastle-on-Tjnie , 

(E)  Maternity,  - Where  necessary  in  Princess  Mary  Maternity 
Hospital,  Newcastle- on-Tyne,  except  those  in  receipt  of  relief  or 
destitute,  who  are  admitted  to  the  Poor  Law  Institution,  Tynemouth. 

.^bulance  Facilities 

XT)  Infectious  Cases.  - Removed  by  respective  hospital 
authorities. 

(2)  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases.  - No  facilities  provided 
by  yoMT  Council,  the  cases  being  removed  bj^  ambulances  provided  by 
collieries  or  privately. 

6 . Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres : - 

iTfant  Welfare  Centres  £t  Dinnington  Colliery  and  Ponteland  and 
Dinnington  Village  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 
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PREVALENCE  0?,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INiFECTIQUS  AND  QTPIBR  DISEASES . 


The  following  Infectious  Diseases  have  heen  notified  during  the 
^year. 


Disease . 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Gases 

admitted  to 
Hospital.  ■ 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  

• • • • • • 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • • • • 

51 

47 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

• • • • • • 

34 

33 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

1 1 

1 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Fever 

• « • • • • 

Nil  1 

- 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

• • • « • • 

2 

1 

Nil. 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

• • • • • • 

9 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable 

(specify  disease): 

Erysipelas. 

4 

Nil 

Nil. 

Dysentery. 

19 

Nil 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Fifty-one  cases  Ymre  notifiecf  during  the  year,  of  which  tv/enty- 
nine  occurred  at  Stanriington  Sanatorium.  In  1938  there  were  fortjr- 
one  cases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Diphtheria . 

Thirty-four  cases  v^/ere  notified  during  the  3^ear,  of  which  fourteen 
occurred  at  Stannington  Sanatoriura.  In  1938  thirty-six  cases  were 
notified. 

There  \/vas  one  death  from  this  cause.  A few  children  were 
immunized. 

D3/~sentery. 

Nineteen  cases  were  notified,  all  of  which  occurred  at  Gateshead 
Mental  Hospital,  where  they  were  isolated  and  treated. 

Cancer. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  twenty-one  deaths  from  this  cause, 
compared  with  Eleven  in  1938, 

Tuberculosis . 

During  the  year  10  cases  have "been  notified,  6 being  due  to 
Pulriionary,  and  4 to  Non-Pulmonary. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  the  Non-Pulmonary  variety?-. 

School  Closure. 

No  schools  have  been  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of 
Infectious  Disease. 

Bacteriological  Examinations . 

The  following  Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been  made  during 
the  year:- 

18  Sputa  for  Bacillus  Tuberculosis  2 positive. 

480  Swabs  for  Bacillus  Diphtheria  54  do, 

22  Diphtheria  Virulence  Test  ...  15  do. 

6 Blood 

417  Miscellaneous  (Faeces,  Urine,  etc.) 

Total;  943  Total:  ^7_1 


FACTORIES. 

The  various  factories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected  during 
the  year. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses,  and  no  outworkers  in  the 
district. 

I ara,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

October  19th, 1940,  (Signed)  YCCLn/IOT  HOD'ESS  , M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TKE  REPORT  OE  TRIE  SAI~ITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  TPIE  TEAR,  1939. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  information  the  annual  report  on 
the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  Council.  I took  up  the  duties  of 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  10th  July  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Jameson. 

HOUSING;  During  the  year  plans  for  100  houses  were  submitted  for 
approval;  65  have  been  built  chiefly  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the 
district.  Since  the  outbreak  of  War  building  by  private  enterprise 
has  almost  ceased. 

The  scheme  for  building  another  40  houses  at  Hazlerigg  was 
commenced  in  July  but  on  the  outbreak  of  War  the  Council  were 
instructed  to  concentrate  on  those  in  an  advanced  state  of  construc- 
tion and  ultimately  got  permission  to  complete  14  which,  it  is  hoped 
to  have  ready  for  occupation  in  the  next  few  months.  There  have  been 
17  houses  reconditioned  v/ith  the  assistance  of  grants  under  The  Hous- 
ing (Rural  Workers)  Act  during  the  year  and,  in  some  cases,  the  owners 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  good  class  of  work  and  the  improvements 
effected. 

There  still  appears  to  be  a need  for  more  houses  to 
alleviate  overcrowding  and  to  replace  defective  and  unfit  houses. 

The  commencement  had  been  made  with  the  general  inspection  of  the  dis- 
-trict  and  schemes  were  under  consideration  for  dealing  with  several 
areas  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1936  but,¥\dth  the  intervention  of  the 
War,  these  are  now  in  abeyance. 

1/VATER  SUPPLIES;  The  Nevv^castlc  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  supply 
water  under  pressure  to  approximately  two  thirds  of  the  population  in 
most  of  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  district  and  continue  to  extend  their 
mains  to  meet  the  needs  of  new  developments. 

The  Council  has  water  schemes  at  Heddon,  Mialton,  Stamford- 
-hai'i  and  Kirkheaton.  During  the  year  water  had  to  be  obtained  from 
an  adjoining  well  at  Kirkheaton  owing  to  the  dry  season;  the  other 
supplies  were  sufficient.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  provide  a new 
engj.ne  and  pump  at  Heddon. 

SE1/7AGE  TREATMENT  VifORKS:  Owing  to  outbreak  of  war  the  scheme  for  new 

works  at  Dinnington  Colliery  had  to  be  deferred  owing  to  the  cancella- 
tion of  all  loans. 

The  remainder  of  the  works  continue  to  give  fairly  good 
effluents  but  req_uire  considerable  attention.  l/'/hen  circumstances 
pemiit  it  will  be  necessary  to  renovate  and  oarrjr  out  some  improve- 
ments to  the  older  works. 

During  the  year  new  private  sewage  vrorks  have  been  con- 
structed at  the  Cottage  Homes,  Ponteland,  and  at  the  Children's 
Sanatorium,  Stannington. 

SEVfflRAGE;  The  sewers  throu^out  the  Council's  area  continue  to 
function  fairly  well;  some  trouble  has  been  experienced  at  Dinnington 
Colliery  owing  to  colliery  vrorkings.  New  sewers  have  been  construct- 
ed on  the  building  estates  to  meet  new  developments. 

The  proposed  trunk  sewer  up  the  Ouseburn  has  for  various 
reasons  been  deferred  so  far  as  this  Council's  area  is  concerned. 
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SCA^/ENG-ING;  No  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  Scavenging  areas 
during  the  year.  All  scavenging  is  by  contract  and  has  been  done 
satisfactorily.  An  improvement  has  been  made  bj^  having  the  vehicles 
covered  v/ith  permanent  covers. 

DAIRIES  AND  COY/SHEDS;  There  are  100  registered  cow-keepers  in  the 
district.  The  number  of  cows  kept  is  about  2,300.  During  the  year 
several  reports  of  unclean  milk  T-vere  received.  A memorandum  was 
prepared  on  the  production  of  clean  milk  and  a copy  of  this  was  sent 
to  the  producer  in  each  case,  and  an  inspection  made  and  further 
advice  given. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES;  Private  slaughtering  ceased  on  the  commencement 
of  centralized  slaughtering  on  the  advent  of  Eood  Control. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  1.  BOLTON. 


October,  194:0. 
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